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In August 1916 the plot known to Government as the
“Silk letters case” was discovered. This was a project
hatched in India with the object of destroying British rule
by means of anattack in the North-West Frontier, supple-
mented by 2 Mohammadan rising in this country. For the
purpose of instigating and executing this plan a certain
M>lvi Oveidualla crossed thes North-West Frontier early in
August 1915 with three companions, Abdulla. Fateh Md. and
Md. Ali. Oveidulla is a converted Sikh and had been trained
as a2 Molvi in the Muslim religious school at Deoband in
Saharanpur District of the United Provinces. There he infected
some of the staff and studerts with his own militant and
anti-British ideas, and the principal person whom he influen-
ced was Maulana Md. Hassan, who had long been Head
Molvi in the schoole Qveidulla wished to spread over India
a pan-Islamic and anti-British movement through the agency of
Molvies trained in the famous Deoband Schoole But his
plans were thwarted by the Manager and Committee, who
dismissed him and some of his chief associates. There is
evidence too that he got into trouble over some accounts.
Maolana Mahmud Hassan, however, remained and continued
to receive visits from Oveidulla. Secret meetings were held
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at the Maulana’s house and it was reported that men from the
frontier had been received there. On September the 18 th
1915, Mahmud Hassan, witha certain Md, Miyan and other
friends followed Oveidulla’s examtle by leaving India, not
however for the North, bat for the Hedjaz tract of Arabia.

b 2 e i o s e o 2

Before departing, Oveidulla had started a school in Delhi,
and had put two books into circulation preaching militant
fanaticism in Indian Mohammdans and impressing on them
the supreme duty of ‘Jihad'. The common object of this man
and his friends, including the Maulana was to promote a
great Muslim attack on India which should synchronize with
a Muslim rebellion. We shall see how each endeavoured to
accomplish his purpose.

Oveidulla and his friends first visited the Hindustani fana-
tics and afterwards proceeded to Kabul. There he met the
members of Turko-German mission with whom he fraternised;
and after sometime he was joined by his Deoband friend,
Molvi Md. Miyan Ansari. This man had accompanied Mau-
lana Md. Hassan to Arabia and returned in 1916 with a de-
claration of ‘Jihad' received by the Maulana from the hand of
Ghalib Pasha, then Turkish military Governor of the Hedjaz.
While on his way, Muhammad Miyan distributed copies of
this document, known as Ghalibnama, both in India and
among the frontier tribes. Obeidulla and his fellow conspira-
tors had devised a scheme for the provisional Government of
India after the overthrow of British powers A certain Mahen-
dra Pratap was to be president. This man is a Hindy of good
family and eccentric character, who, at the end of 1914, was
granted a passport to travel in Italy, Switzerland and France.
He had gone straightto Geneva, had there met the noterious
Hardayal and had been by Hardayal introduced to the Ger-
man Consul. He had then proceeded to Berlin and had
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thence been despatched on a special mission, having apparant-
ly impressed the Germans with an exaggerated idea of
his importance.

Obeidulla himself was to be Minister of India, and Barka-
tulla a friend of Krishna Verma’s and a member of the Ame-
rican Ghader party, who had also travelled to Kabul via
Berlin, was to be Prime Minister. Son of a servant of Bho-
pal state, he had visited England, America and Japan. He
had been appointed Professor of Hindustani at Tokio. He had
there edited a bitter anti-British paper called *The Islamic
Fraternity”, which was suppressed by the Japanese autho-
rities. He had later been dismissed from his appointment and
had then joined his Ghadar friends in America.

The Germans of the Mission, failing to achieve their object,
left Afghanistan early in 1916; but the Indians remained and
the YProvisional Government” dispatched letters to both the
Governor of Russian Turkistan and the then Czar of Russia
inviting Russia to throw over her alliance with Great Britain
and assist in the cverthrow of British rule in India. These
were signed by Mahendra Pratap and subsequently fell into
British hands. The letter to Czar wasa gold plate, a photo-
graph of which has been shown to us.

The Provisonal Government also proposed to form an allia-
nce with the Turkish Government, and in order to accom-
plish this object Oveidulla addressed a letter to his old friend,
Maulana Mahmud Hassan. This together with another letter
dated the 8th. Ramzan (9th July 1916), written: by Mohammad
Mian Ansari, he forwarded under a covering note addressed
to Sheikh Abdur Rahim in Hyderabad, Sind, a person who has
since absconded. Sheikh Abdur Rahim was requested in the
note to send onthe enclosures by the hands of some reliable
Hadji (Pilgrim) to Mahmud Hassan at Mecca, or even te
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convey them himself if no trustworthy messenger-were obtain-
able. We have ourselves seen the letters to Mahmud Hassam
which came into British hands. They are neatly and cleanly
written on yellow silk, Mohammad Mian's letter mentioned
the previous arrival of German and Turkish missions, the
return of Germans, the staying of the Turks, *but without
work™, the runaway students, the circulation of Ghalibnama,
the provisional Government, and the projected formation of an
army of God. This army wasto draw recruits from India
and to bring an alliance among Islamic rulers, Mahmud
Hassan was to convey all these particulars to the Oitoman
Government. Obeidulla’s letter contained a tabular statement
of the Army of God. Its headquarters were to be at Medina,
and Mahmud Hassan himsell was to be general-in-chief. Se-

condary headquarters under local generals were to be esta-
blished at Constantinople, Tehran and Kabule The general
at Kabul would be Obeidulla himsel’. The table contains
the names of three patrons,.12 field marshals, and many other
h'gh military officers. Of the Lahore students, one was
to be a Major General, one a colonel, and six lieutenant colo-
nels. Most of the persons designated for these high commands
cannot have been consulted as to their appointments. DBut
the whole information conveyed by the silk letters has render-
ed certain precautions advisable, and these have been taken.

In December 1916 Maulana Mahmud Hassan and four of
his companions fell into British hands. They are now prison.
ers of war interned in a British possession.  Ghalib Pasha, the
signer of Ghalibnama is also a prisoner of war and has admit.
ted signing a paper put before him by the Mahmud Hassan
party. A translation of its prominent passages runs as follows:
—+The Muhammadans in Asia, Europe and Africa adorned
themselves with all sorts of arms and rushed to join Jihad
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in the path of God. Thanks to Almighty God that Turkish -
Army and the Mujahidin have overcome the enemies of Islam
wsseee.sOh Muslims, therefore attack the tyranical Christian

‘Government under whose bondage you are......Hasten to put

all your efforts, with strong resolution, to strangle the
enemy to death and show your hatred and enmity for them.
It may also be knownto you that Molvi Mahmud Hassan
Effendi (formarly of the Deoband Madarasa, India) came
to us and sought our counsel. We agreed with him in this
respect and gave him necessary instructions. You should
trust him if he comes to you and help him with men, money
and whatever he requires’.
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“The Moghul Empire is overflowing with gold and silver.
She has always been feeble and defenceless. Itis a miracle
that no European prince with a maritime power hasecven
attempted couquest of Bengal. By a stroke infinite wealth
might be acquired, which would counterbalance the mines of
Brazil and Peru,”

"The policy of the Moghuls is bad ; their army is worse ;
they are without a navy. The Empire is exposed to perpetual
revolts. Their ports and rivers are open to foreigners. The
country might be conquered, or laid under contribution as
casily as the Spaniards overwhelmed the naked Indians of
America."

“Ali Verdi Khan............has treasure to the value of thirty
millions sterling. His yearly revenue must be at Jeast two
millions. The provinces are open to the sea, There ships
with fifteen hundred or two thousand rcgulars would suffice
for the undertaking............The East India Company should
be left alone. No Company can keep a secret.........{Colonel
Mill's letter to Francis of Lorraine in 1746. Quoted from
'Bolt’s Considerations of the Affairs of Bengal (Appendix.)
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“It was only when treason had done her work, 'w‘hen
treason had driven the Nawab frem the field, when treason
had removed his army from its commanding position, that
Clive was able to advance without the certainity of being
annihilated.”
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“That the inbabitants, who were spectators upon that
ozasion, must have amounted 10 some hundred thousand :

and if very hai an inclination to have destroyed th Euro-
peans, thcy might have done it with sticks and stones.'

(Clm. s Evidence Before the Parliamentary Committce.)
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....oeenr..The Committee by the 6th July 1757 received,
in coinpd silver, 72,71,666 rupees. This treasure was packed
up in 700 chests and laden in 100 boats, which proceeded
under the care of soldiers to Nadiya ; from where they were
escorted by all the boats of squadron and many other, proceed-
ing with banners displayed and music sounding of a triumphal
procession.. ..Never before did the English nation at one
time obtain such a prize in solid money’

Orme’s History of Indostan Vol. 11 pp. 187, 188)
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“] have every reason to think that the restoration of the
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hostile to us, and therefore our true policy is to conciliate the
Hindus,......... "

. —{Lord Ellenborough to the Duke of Wellington, Jan. 18, 1943)
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